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Interview of Mr. 
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1. Your assistance is requested in interviewin 
for information whic’ would be helsful to thie Government 
in determining the accuracy of certain claims made confidentially by 
Herbert L, ITKIN. Mr. ITKIN is a prime witness in legal proceedings presently 
underway in New York City involving the MaSa and related underworld prnedss: 
tone, ITKIN lives under the protection of U.S. Federal Marshals. 


2. The followin data is for your information. I¢ should not be used in 
dealing gf ise outside of this Crganization. ITKIN has been an 
FBI informant since March 1963, He has now claimed toe have worked for this _ 
Organization during the period 1954/55 to 1965. ITKIN asserts that his contact 
during these years was one Philip HARBIN. This inquiry is concerned solely 
with ITKIN's claimed relationship with this Organization fram _ 1954/55 to 1960 
when he alleges HARBIN was his contact. As will be seen TEIN 
alleges, also knew HARBIN during that time anc that fact, therefore, 

material to the credibility of ITKIN's story. 


ITEIN's first contact with Philip HARBIN wae in 1955 when he claims to 
have been contactcd purguant to a mecting he, ITMIN, had in Philadelphia with 
a leading personality of this Organization and another high-government official 
late in 1954 or early 1955. According to ITKIN, HARBIN never made the 
specific claim of being from this Organization but that was ITKIN's asaumption. 


- YTHIN describes HARBIN as about 42 or 43 (in 1955), an American. 
He had receding heir, combed back but parted. He was about 5'8" in height, 


Attachments: 
As stated (2 copies) 
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CROSS REERBELE 10 ὌΦΡΑΤΟΙ SVMSOL AND ΚΌΣΒΕΣ 
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Ram a er cree σα πσ «ἰὐχυ σι ππππ LAIR errs 
well-built with little evidence of fat. He always wore a vest. He spoke fluent 
Spanish and could have been'of Polish or Russian family background, HARBIN 
always drank tea, never coffee, He appeared affluent with a professorial air 
about him, Ὁ τ : ' ' 
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i 
Following an initial: mecting, PT EIN tse ss shiss πῷ Gama Shed oraraee carey ᾿ 
periodically in New York City. ITKIN alleges that he passed to HARBIN copies 
of the correspondence developed by his law firm, Delson, Levin and Gordon, 
dealing with Indonesia, Burma, and India, ITKIN left that law firm in mid-1957, 
presumably thereby losing total access, Among the materials ITKIN claims he 
passed to HARBIN before he left the Delson, Levin and Gordon firm was informa- 
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tion he picked up from. = fricauz who worked at_the United Nations for the 


HARBIN, he says, was interested in the topic and ITKIN alleges he furnished 


Government off sz Thies friend waa | see biographic ‘ 
: sketch, Attachment A). ITKIN claims that he became very friendly with ἰ ως " 

ee fe waa studying either at New Yor University or Columbia fe aaa 

where he prepared a master's thesis on economic position. ie: 


HARBIN notes of | monograph, 


Sometime presumably after mid-year 1957, HARBIN asked ITKIN if he 
knew anybody else who could do (intelligence) work, ITKIN recalled 


who meanwhile had moved to|the position as Consul General of in, 


| HARBIN --ITKIN says--accepted the suggestion and 


ITKIN provided an introduction for HARBIN by letter, which he sent to 
in| | ITKIN asserts that HARBIN~-according to his.own statement-~- 
went to| jand made the ''new centact", ITKIN claims he last saw 


HARBIN in 1960, 


3. A comparison between the key points of ITKIN's account as surmmarized 
in the immediately preceding paragraph with the data set out in Attachment A and 
E will show immediate contradictions that tend to destroy any credibility in 


ween eneptod ger eteeseey 2 ashieeatern 


ITKIN's account, particularly with respect to his relationship to 


᾿ 

| 

| 

i 

᾿ 
We also point out, solely for your information, that we have found no confirmia- me 
tion in our records of any relationship between this Organization and ITKINA during.’ 
the period 1954-1960, No traces have been found in our records or anywhere in’ os 
government thus far of a Philip HARBIN, and there is explicit denial that there was] 
any meeting in Philadelphia in 1954 between ITKIN and the high officials he 

nominates, Finally, there is no substantiation in our files of any of the intelli- 


gence preduct which ITKIN allegedly passed to HARBIN, This case, however, is 
of such a nature that we must strive, if possible, to have own 
esatement for the record, 


4 We leave to the Station determination of the best manner to approach 
| πε is our preference that a Station officer, under suitable cover, 
perform the interview, but it may well be that a consular or enbasay officer 
might be the best person to do the job, We repeat that we are concerned in this 
matter solely with the verification or denial of ITKIN's Statements, opecihcelly 


the allegation that he introduced HARBIN AL 

that as a consequence| sid would be in a position to identify and describe 
HARBIN in a way that would permit us to locate him if he exists, The request 
for[____Jsatistance in this matter ia in no 5 wey predicated upon hostility 


towarda ITKIN nor is there any i acne mes ainst his claims if indeed 
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evidence is found to back them up. If indicates that he is willing to 

provide whatever information he can, you can assure him that his information is 

solely for U.S, Government use and will not be made public by us at any time 

without his expressed consent, Also, itis clear that we are prepared to aes 
his decision to give no assistance in the matter, 
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κροῦκε ιν 


| a eee oe oe Se ed oh 2742 ΦὖὁἕἮΦ:Ἕ ἝὋἝὋὋ ἶ a 
5. We have compiled ἃ. short statement that might be used by the ΒΞ | : A ‘ ag 

to explain to the purpose of the interview.(see Attachment B), A list phe eae ἢ. 

of questions, which shouldbe given orally, ie elaborated in: Attachment C. You ΜΕ a 

will note that these questions concern the larger as well aa narrower elements. | 3 

of relations with ITKIN. Weare wiliing to settia for a snecifie : ᾿ ᾿ 


answer to the narrower question of Philip HARBIN: in preference to generalizations 
about the whole relationship, If, asa consequeiice’ of your a 
is willing to talk in depth; we will be grateful, 


6, Attachment Ὁ is a copy of a New York: Times article concerning ITKIN and] 
one of the completed federal ‘cases in New York City, This ia attached for 
your background reading, ‘This may be shown fat course 
‘Attachment E is a copy of a letter dated 26 February 1965 from to 
ITKIN, Again, the content of this letter tends to support the theory that 17 ΚΙΝ 8 
story, as elaborated in paragraph 2 above, is 8 fabrication, While possibly based 
on a real relationship, it appears to be a fabrication with respect to chronology 
and with respect to the exact mutual interests involved. Also included in this 
attachment is ITKIN's answer to the letter, We feel in retrospect that 

might be unhappy to read his own letter in the course of a consular 
interview, We, therefore, suggest that this not be shown to him, However, 
there is no objection to an indication that the U.S, Government is aware that 

wags in perfectly correct i ae with ITKIN during 1965 on 
business matters. 


7, We would appreciate compliance at your earliest convenience and a pre- — 
liminary indication by cable of response, if one is forthcoming, on 
the questions concerning knowledve of HARBIN, If there is anything 


unclear in this dispatch, Headquarters would welcome any questions by cable, 
All correspondence should be addreesed Chief, WOMUSE, via Chief, WH. 
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1. Attachment B to L2742 


1 undarstand you have a friend named Herbert ITKIN, a lawyer, now ving 
because he is the prime witness in very significant legal cases presently vending 


U.8, authorities, has indicated that you were a friend of his; he met you ia 

New York while you were ag the United Nations, He hase also indicated that sometime 

in 1957 he sent a letter of Introduction to you in presenting one | 
"Philip HARBIN whom ITKIN elaims did go tol ____ and introduced himeelf 

te you, Your answers to questions relating to the above would be of great help to | 


the U.S, Government in determining the veracity of ITKIN's statements. 
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Questions to be presented orally to| 


Would you describe the clrcumstances leading to your introduction to 
Mr. Herbert ITKIN and the nature of your contacts with Mr. ITKIN? When did 
you first meet Mr. VERINT: Where were you working at the time? What was 
your position? 


What school or university were you attending at the time? For what degree 
were you preparing? Im what subject? What subject did you use for your thesis? 
Did you show it to ITKIN and/or did you give him a copy? 


Did you continue to maintain contact with him after your departure from 
New York? Do you still maintain correspondence with him? When did you last 
have contact with Mr. ITKIN? 


In 1957 or 1958 did you receive a letter frorn Mr. ITKIN tntroducing a 
Philip HARBIN? : 


Did a man named Philip HARBIN come tol sidan intreduce himeelf 
to you? Did he have a Istter of introduction from Mr. ITKIN? (How did he 
represent himself, i.c., whom did he represent?) Would you describe Philip 
HARBIN? Would you describe your first meeting with Philip HARBIN? What 
subjects were cavered? How long were contacts maintained? When were they 
terminated? For what reason? 
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SUBJECT: Newspaper Argicle on Herbert Itkin 
On 22 October 1968, the attached article from the 15 ὯΝ 
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MEMORANDUM FOR : Chief, WH/FI 
SUBJECT : Herbert Itkin 72... 49.77.9} 


1. There has been no Agency contact with ITKIN. Ray 
ROCCA, C/CI/R&A stated that CI Staff definitely never was 
in contact with him. Ray ROCCA's source of info on the DEJOIE- 
Max BOLTE-ITKIN & Company, activities was] and not 
ITKIN, ες 


2. Offices checked for possible contact, 4}1]1 of which 
proved negative, were: Office of Security, Domestic Contacts 
Service, Domestic Operations Division, CA/3, CA4/4, WH/7 and 
CI/R& A 


3. On 13 May 1963 ITKIN reported to DIA in San Juan 
the results of his meeting with DEJOIE, BOLTE, FIGNOLE and 
Luc STEPHEN in their formation of the Provisional Haitian | 
Government in Exile formed in San Juan on 12 May. ἃ that 
ITKIN had been hired by that group as its Attorney. Ona 
10 June 1963 ITKIN registered with the Department of. State 
as a Foreign Agent for this group adding that’ he made a 
personal loan to DEJOIE of $15,000. 


4. <A 22 May 1963 Memorandum of Conversation from the 
Department of State sets forth the results of an informal 
meeting (possibly held on 28 April 1963) attended by Forrest 
Ἑ. ABBUHL (Officer in Charge, Haitian Affairs, State ARA/CRA), 
DEJOIE, BOLTE, a (fnu) BRODIE, and ITKIN, in which DEJOIE 
expressed his’ political views, asked for U.S. support for 
an invasion of Haiti, U.S. recognition of the Provisional 
Government in Exile, etc. ; : 


5. Appropriate documents substantiating above are 


᾿ς herewith attached. 
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